Young lawyers in Sweden – a short presentation

Sveriges advokatsamfund (the Swedish Bar Association) was founded in 1887 and gained official recognition when the current Swedish Code of Judicial Procedure came into force in 1948. 

The Swedish Bar Association is governed by the provisions of the Code of Judicial Procedure and by its own Charter, affirmed by the Government.  The Swedish Bar frequently acts as a referral body in consultative processes and gives its opinion on virtually all new draft central legislation.  The Swedish Bar also performs certain public functions. To the Bar have been delegated a number of public law functions under the Code of Judicial Procedure and in those cases the Bar acts as a public authority, particularly in disciplinary matters and admission. 

Only members of the Swedish Bar Association may use the title of advokat. 
The academic title juris kandidat, generally known as jur. kand. (official translation Master of Laws, LL.M.) is awarded following the successful completion of a four and a half year course of academic study covering a full spectrum of legal disciplines.  The studies also include exercises in the application of law.  This ensures that a jur. kand. has thorough knowledge of the law and legal procedures. 

A jur. kand. may be employed by an advokat immediately after graduation and will in many respects be able to practise law in Sweden on the same premises as his employer. Members of the Swedish Bar Association are, however, privileged in some aspects. With few exceptions, only members of the Bar Association are appointed as public defence counsel in criminal cases; private defence counsel, however, need not be qualified lawyers. Furthermore, certain rules on legal privilege apply only to members of the Bar Association. In practice, virtually only members of the Bar Association or lawyers employed by members are appointed as legal aid counsel, counsel for the injured party in criminal proceedings, or bankruptcy administrators, but these appointments are not reserved exclusively for members by law.
A jur. kand. employed by an advokat will be enrolled in the register of biträdande jurister (assistant lawyers) kept by the Swedish Bar Association.
Following three years practice of law, assisting the general public in legal matters, either as an employee of a member of the Swedish Bar Association in a Swedish law firm or in a foreign law firm within the European Economic Area or Switzerland or as a self-employed person, and having successfully passed the Swedish Bar Examination, which is organised by the Swedish Bar Association, a jur. kand. may apply for membership of the Bar. The applicant also has to prove that he or she is suitable for the profession by references from lawyers and courts. After having been approved membership, the lawyer has the right to use the title advokat. 

In accordance with Swedish law, a jur. kand. is entitled to practice law and appear in Courts and before regulatory bodies, without being a member of the Swedish Bar Association
.

� Under Swedish procedural law, individuals are permitted to plead their own cases in court, in criminal and in civil cases. Furthermore, there is usually no obligation on parties to be represented by a lawyer.








